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Introduction 

The 2011 Football Match between the Wiluna Martu Eagles and The Dalkeith / Nedlands Eagles has 

been played and won for the third successive year. 

The brain child of Mr Michael Wilson and Mr Peter Dawson, this event has grown exponentially since 

its inception in 2009 and has developed into much more than just a football match. 

Qefpčvb^o$pčbsbkqčqfqiba)čTfirk^č`ljbpčtbpq)čt^pč`lkar`qbačlkčOlqqkbpqč%T^agbjrm&čFpi^kačlsbočqebč

Foundation Day long weekend in June. With over 120 players, parents and supporters making the trip 

across the water to participate in the four day carnival, qebčlod^kfp^qflkčkbbabačcločqefpčvb^o$pčbsbkqč

has been one of a massive collaborative effort. 

Travel 

The Wiluna Martu Eagles and supporters departed Thursday the 2nd of June at 5.30am from the Wiluna 

Community Recreational Oval with Police Sergeant Dave McCutcheon and GWR$ s (Golden West 

Resources) Tony Riley behind the wheel of the two buses donated by the Wiluna Shire and Golden 

West Resources (GWR). With 26 passengers onboard and 940km to travel, the GWR chefs in Danielle 

Pitrau and Laurie Bonini put together a couple of eskies full of drinks and sandwiches for the journey. 

Arriving in Perth 14 hours later at 7.30pm the weary travellers were accommodated at the Allawah 

Grove Hostel in Guildford. 

After breakfast, a fleet of cars was deployed to pick up other family members in the city for the 2.00pm 

ferry ride to Rottnest and the Wiluna boys needed some last minute shopping in order to ensure the 

team was outfitted with the same colour shorts. (This was an exercise in itself with all the different 

shapes and sizes of the boys needing fitting. Thanks go out to the seamstress Helen Ford and her 

Taylors Mick Wilson and Joe Bugner.) 

 

                                                       Au revoir Wiluna                                          Proud 
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Rottnest Express Ferry Ride 

 

 All aboard Rottnest Express 

Mr Ian Dawson the Director of Rottnest Express, very generously subsidised the Ferry travel to and from 

Rottnest Island and a big thank you must go out to Ian. 

With the majority of participants assembling at North Port Rous Head for the 2pm departure, there was 

some very nervous faces looking on as the Ferry docked. Those faces belonged to the Wiluna parents 

and Guardians as very few had travelled on the ocean before.  

With the baggage, bikes, fishing rods and football equipment packed in the crates supplied; it was time 

for the 25 minute Ferry ride. 

With all the children busting witečbu`fqbjbkqčqebčp^jbč`^k$qč_bčp^fačcločpljbčlcčqebč^ariqpč^kačtfqeč

Pauline Callow only viewing the fkpfabčlcčqebčCboov$pči^s^qlovčcločqebčbkqfobčqofm)čfqčt^pčlsboeb^oač^qč

afkkbočM^rifkbčp^vfkd)č¦Tebobčqebčebiiče^sbčvlrč_olrdeqčjbčA^oobk´+ 

 

Mmm, Looks calm enough 
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The Ferry docked at Thompsons Bay and with the accommodation key holders having been distributed 

their keys, a 1.8km walk to the Kingston Barracks and Governors Circle was in order to settle in and 

familiarise ourselves with the accommodation. (With Police Sergeant Dave McCutcheon and Wife Linda 

pulling rank on the local Police constable Neil Boonzair, a Police vehicle became available for the 

transport of some of the elderly woman to the barracks.) 

With check- in completed and formalities out of the way (Specifically instructions to the Wiluna 

children to not touch the local Quokkas) a BBQ was held at the Army Jetty on Sundown with the 

catering being supplied by Susan Howard from the Wellness Centre on the Island. 

The food was fantastic and with Hugo Bombarra the chief sausage cooker and the Dalkeith / Nedlands 

fathers supplying an array of beverages a great introductory meal was had by all, even Pauline. 

 

 

BBQ @ Sundown, Perfect 
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Saturdays Activities 

Saturday arrived and with great anticipation everyone enjoyed a healthy and hearty breakfast to start 

the day. Catered by WA caterers, with head chef Sherelle Ives in charge and with Bianca, Eve & 

@e^kqbiibčIfqqibčpbosfkd)čbsbovlkbčt^pčcrbiibačcločqebča^v$pčbsbkqp+ 

Everyone made their wavčqlčOlqqkbpq$pčc^jlrpč_fhbčefobčlrqibqč^kačt^pčcfqqbačtfqečqebfočltkčqtlč

wheels and helmet. All the children were grouped & accompanied by an adult chaperon to experience 

the beauty of Rottnest Island as it should be. Whilst riding many took advantage of the Mini Putt Putt 

course and the remaining adults rode the Bay Seeker Service around the Island and some witnessed the 

Oliver Hill Train & Tour. 

With only a few minor scrapes and scratches, the entire group assembled at the Islands Settlement 

Shopping area for Lunch. Red Rooster was on the menu and with a slight delay due to the Red Rooster 

kitchen catching on fire and the shop closing for a half  hour or so, a well cooked meal of Chips, Chicken 

and Fish was had.   

 

 

"This is one hungry Emu" 
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¦Lofbkqbbofkdč@e^iibkdb´ 

Refuelled and refreshed, Mr Peter Dawson gathered all the children and their bikes together to explain 

qebčoribpč^kačmol`barobčlcčqebč^cqbokllkpč¦Lofbkqbbofkdč@e^jmflkpefmp´+č 

Grouped and reticently ready to go, the peloton moved out to conquer the challenge of the treasure hunt 

and the winners would be the quickest and highest scoring team to finish before a two and a half hour 

deadline. Well done Peter and congratulations to the winning team. 

 

 

The Tour de France begins 
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 Saturday Evening 

Just before sundown many of the boys, parents and supporters threw a line or two off the Army Jetty 

and beach with some mixed success. 

 

Humphrey Woods Snr and Tony Riley fishing for the big one 

 

 

Dinner was served at the Kingston Barracks at 6pm sharp followed by a bus ride to the Islands cinema 

qlčsfbtčqebči^qbpqčDriifsbo$pčQo^sbipčjlsfb+ 

With laughter resinating from the cinema, primarily from the Wiluna children, it was obvious that they 

loved the movie and once back at the Barracks a last kick of the footy was needed to prepare for 

tomorrows match. 
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Sunday (Game Day) 

>kčb^oivčofpbč_včjlpqčt^pčfkčloabočqlčmobm^občcločqebč¦J^fkčBsbkq´člcčqebčtbbhbka+ 

Once breakfast was downed, everyone made their way to the Islands Cricket turned Football oval for 

bounce down at 10.30am. 

With preparation taking place at the oval to make the venue a worthy Colosseum for battle, seating, pa 

systems, oval marking, food preparations, scoring tables, first aid kits and goal pads had to be put in 

place for the game.    

The arrival of the players in their respective strips brought the oval alive and with warm ups in full 

swing the crowd swelled. With holiday makers surrounding the oval and the media contingent flying in 

for pregame interviews and footage, you would have thought you were at the MCG. 

Both teams posed for pre - game photos and with an inspiring speech made by Joe Bugner, both teams 

took their positions on the field. Central umpire Rod Bridge, who supplied the obligatory liniment smell 

to the arena by lathering up before the game raised the ball aloft, the siren sounded, and the game was 

on.   

 

Wiluna Martu Eagles - Dalkeith / Nedlands Eagles 
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Mates 

With scorers Mr Ken Redwood (Toro) and Mr John Yeates (Magellan) trying hard to keep up with the 

frantic goal scoring pace, a hard fought first quarter concluded and the Dalkeith / Nedlands boys had 

their nose in front. Respective coaches Stacey Petterson (Wiluna) and Leo Crohan (DNJFC) summoned 

their players in for positional changes, updated game strategy and more importantly a drink. 

The second quarter was played at a feverish pace. Boundary umpires Anthony Begovich (GWR) and 

Henry Thomas (GWR) struggled to keep up and Phil Ryall (GWR) had to be brought off the bench to add 

some pace to the perimeter. Meanwhile goal umpires David Sanders (GWR) ̂ kačGlekčP`ob^fde$p 

(DNJFC) arms where getting a solid workout waving the flags frantically whilst central umpires Rod and 

Shamus were umpiring beautifully and letting the game flow. When the siren sounded the Dalkeith / 

Nedlands Eagles still had a narrow lead heading into the half time break. 

 

 

Pride on the line 


